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Thurfoay, April 24. 1712 


AVING often fpoken ig this 
"E Paper of the Trade ta Africa, and 
a _expos’d, as I flaster'd myself, Un- 
anfwe ably, che Notions of. the Separate 
Traders, | was anfwer'd with thisknocking- 
deen Argumeat —— The Houle of Com- 
mons willlay open the Trad@, and what's 
that to you.? 
This is indeed much {uch an Argument, 
_ at Bellarmine thon Lyeft, or Tarbox Ae tbat 5 
-Pawer is always the beft Conclufion of a 
bed Difpute — But Ihave not done with 
it fo 3 tho” I have, it isttue, nothing to 
—dawith what the Parliamens wil or will not 
do 5 yet the Old Company fhall not die 


without an Elegy — Nor the New rife, 
without a foreboding of their Progrefs 3 the: 
African Trade fhall not be loft to Brisain, 
without fome-body to tell you of it time e- 
nough to prevent it; and whife, thefe Se- 
parate Traders tell me’ the Bate of the Com- 
pany, Pil teil them the Fate of theirs, let 
fime alone, to tell usall who is the be 
Prophet. 
Perhaps the Honfe of Commons do he- 
lieve what you fay, That you yi) Support 
the Trade and Preferve it: The Houfe of 
Commons, tho’ they are the Makers and 
Expofitorsof Law, were sever the Guide 
of Opiniop, and when they have receiy’'d 
_ SatisfaQion 


cn yer? 


SatisfaGtion ‘enough to believe a Thing, 
they do not take ic amifs_that.any private 


Man does not believe as they believe 5 tho” 


they are our National Council in Civil Af 


- fairs, they donot claim to be Infallible, nor 


do they Condemn thofe for Hereticks in 
Polity, who do not believe as they be- 
lives 
Wherefore, with Submiffion to whate- 
ver the Parliament do, or do mot believe, 
as tothe Separate Traders preferving the 
Trade in Africa, or to whatever the Par- 
diament fhall or fbal] not Eaa@, I do not be- 
Neve, nor ever tha, eill I fe it Perform’d, 
that the Separate Traders will preferve this 
Trade to the Nation ; nor do J herein Tax 
their Integrity, they will not, Hoenel 


~ Men! they cannot, it isnot in the Nature 


of the Undertaking to do it, and which is 
‘more than all, they cannot give the Parlia- 
ment any Reafosable Security that they 
wildoin  - . 

Let us Examin their Bill, and bere! muft 
premife; as my Duty to the Houfe of Com- 
mons, ttiat I look upon the Bil, a$ the Sum 
oftwhat the Petitioners for an open Trade, 
defire and propofe ; I take it for granted, 


‘tthe Houle has order’d it to be Printed, chat 


afl People Concern’d might fee ‘it, and 
might fo far judge of it, not that they 
fhould Reproach Parlidmentary Proceed- 
ings, bat that they might, if they fee any 


Thing in itto Obje&, timely apply to the 


proper place, and lay their Objections be- 
‘fore the Houle, who are ths proper Judges 
of the Faé and this is what I am doing, 
aad so mores or-thall J fay any Thipg 
that can give an Offence to the Hoafe of 
“Commons, 

- And firft, I muft contefs, here is a Point 
im Mordlity, whieh I think will fhock any 
Hoceft Man, even in the firft Requeft the 
Separate Traders make to~che Parligment, 
and which, in ‘fhor¢ is abominably Knavith, 
with their Pardon for the Expreffion, viz. 
Petitioning.to take away the LawfuDy pol 
fefs‘d° Eftate of another, ‘without a Valua- 
blé Contideration- I might bave fajd, 
the Eftate of 2000 Families, but that is not 
of Moment here; heis as mucha Thief 


Bere a ae = j 
wip te -* 5 a 

that Robs one Man, asa 

as much a Knaye who Cheats one Man. 
a Thoufand. 

_ Here’s an Eftate in Pro’ a 
frican Company’s Forts, Caftles, Se. ii 
Africa, are their Undoubted Proper 


Eftate, nor can lay be Divchedstane 


Property, no, not even for a Publick 


Good, to put it into the Poffeffion of ano- 


ther; no, aor for a Valuable Confideration 


without their Confents for by Mgue 


Chirta, no Man can be Divefted of his 
Right, till he is Conviéfed of fome Criime, 
by which he forfeits that Right, dod to 
force a Man tofeil his Right, is as much aa 


Oppreffion and an Injury, a3 to take it 


from him for nothing, only the Lofsmay not 
be fo greater 

Nor is this a Right in Poflefion, but 
this Puffeffion is Mortgaged to other, for 
great Sams of Money aétually paid and Ad- 
vane’d3; forthe Money lent on the Seal of 


the Company, is lent upon the Security of 


their Undoubred Right, both tothe Trade, 
and mare t/pecialy to their Property, in thé 
Settlements on the Coaft of Africas and 
thefe Lenders are Injur’d in the higheft de- 
gree, by taking away their Security, which 
ought, if noother Payment can be made, 
to be fold to pay thofe- Debts. : 
Now for 14¢ gee Traders to ask to 
haye thefe S nts given up, without 
the Confent of the Proprietors, is to afk, 
to Rob the Company ef their Property, and 


to Rob the Creditors of their Security, 


which is contrary to Fuadamental Right: 
It is true, that io fundry Cafes, fuch ap Eos 
latging Roads, Navigation of Rivers, Cure 
rents of Water, Fortifications, publick E- 
difices, andthe like, AQ@s of Parliament 


_ 
* 


* 
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have been thought Reafonable, to oblige © 


Owners of Lands to. part with fach Parts of 
the Praperty, as are found N‘-edful jfor 
fuch Works, at a Price adjudg'd by inditfe~ 
rent Perfons ; but it never has been known, 


that thefe Things have been done to Ere 
the fame Improvement-upon what they pad. 


down 3 as to take away a’ Navigation of a 
River from one, to give it to another; ta 
pull down one Man’sMill to build another’s, 

or 


; 
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take away the Right of the Proprietors in 


@ Plantation and Trade, to carry on the fame 


Fl 
, ate and Plantation in their Room, is a 


ing we haveno Precedent for, that ever 


- _ Theard of. 


_ And therefore when they came to prepofe. 
a Bill to the Honfe of Commons, tho’ they 
had long before hdd the Modefty to talk of 
taking away the Forts and Caftles from the 


~Company for a Trifis, yet finding fucha 
_ ‘Thing-too grofs to offer tos Parliament, 


thew change their Note, and propole a 
Rekrence for the Purebater, if the Com- 
Pary will-part with-their Settlements, and 


leaving them a Liberty, that if they will 
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met, they may keep them; and thefe New 
entlemen to Contribute a Competent 
Sim Yearly, ‘towards the Supporting and 


Maintaining, &c. Indeed they koew they 
* could not talk ¢o a Parliament in any other 


Language, for Parliaments often fecure 
Men againft Rebbery, but never Plunder 
and Roh, or fuffer other others to do fo. 
Well, this was an Article fo Juft, that 
they could not come off of it, but yet our 
Separate Men refolving to doevery Thing 
th.t was Juft, upon no other. Foor, but de- 
caufe they could not belp ig, nor.apy more of 


what was fo joft, than they-teally could nor 
belp 5 let us Examin how they propofe to, 


Manage this Contribution andCompeteacy, 
to Maintain the Company’s Forts, &. 


te They will Contribute « Competent 
_ Summ. ; ; 

2. Towards Juch Forts, &c, as fhall be 
_ Nece ffary. 


1 make no doubt, but when the Houle 
comes to fic upon this Bill, they will. De- 
mand of them what they call « Competent 
Summ 3 and what they meao by Necefiry? 
If thefe Gentlemen can give a dirett Ar- 
fwer to either of thefe Queftions, | myft 
own myfelf miftakea, and if theHqufe pafles 


~ the Bill, without a Satisfa&ory Anfwer on 


chat point, I thalJ yet be more miftaken. 


__As to the Bill depending; I make no que- 
ftion the Hout wil make ita au 
of not pafs it, 7 ave worbing to do with 
but as to thefe Geatlemen’s Propotals, with 
great Submiffion, [ cannot but oblerve tte 
Things, Unprecedented and latollerable 
ia them, Firft, That-they, on one Haad, 
are willing to give che Company leave to 
keep their Sesslements, after they have got 
leave to take the Trade away from them. 
Secondly, Thatif the Company does, keep 
their Settlements, they wauld be made Judges 
both of what Forts fhall be neceffary, and 
how much hhall be a Competent Summ ta be 
Contributed to--Maintain them; 4 modeft 
Defireindeed?. 

f thall make no farther Obfervation oa 
this, but leave it fo its Fate Inthe Honile, 
where I can hardly think they will have 
the Face toafk fechan Unlimited Power, 
as being made their own Judges and Juries 
in.fach amanneg ; and, if they have, how- 
ever the Houfe may in favour to-them not 
Refent it, yet I doubt not, buc in Ju@ice, 
they will refufe the Thing. ; 

~The next Obfervation, I think,’ is yee. 
more Remarkable, and this.Refpeéts ne- 
thing in the Bill at all,, but fomething our 
of it, and which, I confefs, I look'd withiy. 
to have found there, .and that‘, the..Old 
Word Security 5 what Security thefe Dece: 
ple would offer to prefervé the Trade ? 


What Sécurity to the Nation, that fo Bmie- 


neat Branch of the Exglifh Commerce all 
not be loft under their Mandgement? This 
has been fo often pot home to them; and. 
they have fo thamefully evaded it, chat‘at 
laft, they could withftand the Reaton of jt 
nolonger; ard therefore in the Report 
from the Commiffioners of T:ade, we foand 
they had made.fomePropofais for a-Secusity 
but in the Draught af g Bill which I hare 
feen Prioted, there is not one Word of this 
Security 3 I heliewe the Secirity.chey were 

able to give, was fo Adfurd and Yoconfift. 

ent, that they.‘were afham'd.to offer’ at 
putting it ito the Bill———~ Let us then 

fee how the Cafe is to fand withous-Secu- 
rity ? i 


The 


’ 
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The Forts and Setslements are abfolutely 
Neceffary, that they own, and that 


* = 


without them thé Trade cannot be 


' prefery’d. 
| The Charge of thefe’Forts and Settlements 
is tobe paid by the Tax, or Mulé, to 
be faid on the Merchandizes Exported 
by thefe New Traders, and the Fine 
for-Freedoms, from whence I draw 
thefe fhort Conclufions. 
The Charge is certain, the Forts and Set- 


slements muft be upheld, or the Trade 


which depends upon them wif be loft. 


The Money which che Company can raife 


ws uncertain, becaufe it is but a Proportion 
per Cent, upan the Vatue of the 
Trade, and no Mdn is bound to Trade toa 


~ Certain Value.: 


It is certain, no Man Trades but to 
Gain: If any Difafter attends .Trade, as 
all Trade is fubje% to Difafter, fo that no 
Advantage can be made, tho’ but for a 
Fime, the Merchants ftop their Hands of 
courfe, for that time 3 if they ftop rhe Trade 


‘the Supply ftops, the Forts drop, and then 


where’s the Trade ? Where the Naticn’s 
Fotereft ? Where your New Company ? 
‘I acknowledge this Queflion has been 
afk’d over and over, even till itis Thréad- 
bire ; Where ss the Secnrity for the Trade? 
The Security to the Nation, that the Trade 
to Africa fhall be Preferv’d ? We 
have afk’d it often But has it been ever 
Anfwer’d ? No, sor thafl it ever be An- 
fwer'd while the World ftands, but ia an 
Exclofive Company: The Separate Traders 
offer’d once they would give S:curity, but 


thev have thought fit to forgetit, and now. 


they,are fo far from binding themlelves to 
it, that inthis B—tchere is an Expres 
Claufe, That the Merchants foal! no way be 
Limited what Sore or Quantity of Goods they 
Jhall Export, &c. Nor canit be Reafonable 
to confine Meii to Export their Goods, if 
tie Trade does not Anfwer, and they can- 
not get by it. 

If they are not Limited to the Quantity 
Fxparted, What if they do not ‘Export 


‘fufficient‘to ratte 


mands were to be granted; 
contiftence of their Psopofils has 
Embarrafs’d the Caufe, no Parlia 
et been able to pafs a Law to. their, 
B I make no queftion, when this cor 
be Examin’d inco by the Houfe, but R 
fon, Juftice, and the comnioz Inceref-will — 
take place toomuch with the Parliament, — 


tolet the Ridicalous Notions of thefe Mea ‘ 
Mee, 


p.evail, 
¥ do confefy, the Creditors of the 2 
Company have a hard Cafe here, a 


a Cafe,as Ido norremember ever camé be- 
fore a° Parliament; 1 have kenmany.an 
AG of Patliament to Relieve Creditors a- 
gaioft Fraudulent Confpiracies of Banke 


. 


rupts, and againft Men cors’d Bat 


on purpofe to Rob their Creditors, but thefe ‘ 


Devouters feek to bring a Parliament in, to 
affit them to make Bankrupts, and Roin 
the Creditors, that they may get the Bftate 
into their own Hasd. : 

_ Alter this, who will lend Money to 
Banks, Compaaies, or Corporation-Seals, 
if when the Money is lent, the Corporations 
fhail be puli’d in pieces, and iheir Security, 
which confifted as well of theic Trade as 
their Dead-Stock, taken away ? When the ~ 
New Eaft- India Company was fet yup by Par~ 
diament, this was the fame Cale, and it 
could never have been adjufted, but bya 


‘Reconciliation of Parties; and Uniting the 


Gompanies at laft. 

All have faid, relates to thé Gnreafon- 
able Propofals, or Demands, of the Separate 
rraders; which I chink are not only Injuri- 
ous, Oppreffive, and Unjaft to the Com- | 
pany, and efpecially to the Creditors, but 
Deftru@ive of the’ Nation’s Good, and 
Ruinous to the Trade ; what the Paglia- 
ment are doing isnot the Cafe heres I 
doubtnot, when the Particulars come to - 
be heard before the Houfe, Juftice will 
take Place, and thefe Men muff talk ano- 
ther Lansuage, or be us’d as they Deferve. 


Printed tor, and fold by Fohn Baker at the Black-Boy in 


Pater-Nofer: Row, 
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